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a very full bibliography is added to the edition, 
as well as copious notes. The plan on which 
the book is constructed gives undoubtedly the 
impression of lack of unity, and this is exag- 
gerated by the broadness of treatment of fact, 
which aims solely at pictorial effect, but the 
result is in a way a part of Mr. Smith's inten- 
tion in writing, I should surmise. He has en- 
deavored to furnish a succession of word-paint- 
ings, which pass before us with a vividness tha* 
is at times dramatic. Tf it is admitted at the 
outset that Mr. Smith has the correct percep- 
tion of the period he is treating, the book can 
give only pleasure, and in any case would 
prove entertaining reading. 

Phillip Ogden. 
Johns Hopkins University. 



CORRESPONDENCE. 



LECTURES AT GRENOBLE. 

To the Editors of Mod. Lang. Notes, 

Sirs : — As so many American students and 
teachers are planning to spend their vacation 
this year in France, your readers will perhaps 
be glad to have a brief account of the courses 
in French given during the summer at the 
University of Grenoble. I was one of the four 
or five Americans who attended these courses 
last year, out of more than a hundred persons 
from many different countries : and I am happy 
to testify to the exceptional advantages there 
offered for study and recreation, — advantages 
which, if better known, would tempt many 
persons who wish to spend their time profita- 
bly and their money economically after satis- 
fying their curiosity at Paris. Grenoble, at the 
confluence of the Isere and the Drac, is the 
most beautifully situated city in France, sur- 
rounded by superb mountains,and a convenient 
centre for magnificent excursions of all kinds. 
The city is not rich in antiquities, but has a few 
of real interest, such as a church dating from 
the sixth century, and a Palais de Justice of 
the early Renaissance ; while the museum is 
one of the best in France. The large municipal 
library contains many treasures ; two of the 



manuscripts are of especial interest, — Dante's 
De Vulgari Eloquio and the poems of Charles 
d'Orleans. 

The "Cours de Vaeances," lasting from 
July 1 to October 31, are given in the hand- 
some modern Palais de l'Universite - by Pro- 
fessors from the Faculties of Letters, Law, and 
Medicine, and from the Lycee, and also by 
other prominent citizens of Grenoble. They 
include lectures on various topics, usually con- 
nected with literature, or with the history, in- 
stitutions, and geography of the Dauphine' ; 
and cours pratiques, which are exercises in 
reading, writing and speaking. Among the 
lecturers for the coming summer, I notice M. 
Brun, who will speak on a subject on which he 
is now the leading authority, Saviirien de 
Cyrano-Bergerac. Students of French history 
will be interested in Les dSbuts de la Revolu- 
tion, a lecture followed by a visit to the chateau 
of Vizille. A timely topic is L' ImpSrialistne 
Anglo- Amtricain et le droit international, by 
a Law Professor. Weekly lectures on the his- 
tory of art are given by M. Marcel Reymond, 
well-known for his books on Italian sculpture, 
who is the president of the Comiti de Patron- 
age des Etudiants Etrangers, and the personal 
friend of every student. One of the pleasant- 
est episodes last year was a breakfast at M. 
Reymond 's country-house, followed by a de- 
lightful tramp over the hills. Mondays are 
given up to excursions of this nature, and one 
of the greatest advantages of Grenoble is the 
opportunity of meeting many interesting and 
charming residents. I remember with particu- 
lar pleasure my instruction in the j'eu deboules, 
a kind of bowling played by everybody in 
Grenoble on a broad esplanade outside the 
city. Experiences of this kind are as impor- 
tant as language-lessons to one who wishes to 
know France; and in some respects a pro- 
vincial city like Grenoble is preferable to Paris, 
especially in the summer. Moreover, living is 
reasonable in price, and excellent; the fees 
for the courses are small. The weather was a 
little warm last August, and delightful in Sep- 
tember. 

In order to profit by these courses, one should 
be able to understand spoken French ; ability 
to speak is of less importance at the beginning. 
Men and women are admitted on equal terms. 
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Certificates of study are given, be the stay long 
or short. Circulars and all information are 
courteously furnished by M. Reymond, 4 
Place de la Constitution, Grenoble. So far as 
I am able, I shall be glad to answer questions 
as to the courses and the city. 

Kenneth McKenzie. 
West Virginia University. 



BRIEF MENTION. 

The revised reprint of M. Louis P. Betz's 
bibliographical articles in the Revue de philo- 
logie francaise et de la UtUrature, which has 
just been published by Triibner of Strassburg 
under the title La Literature comparee : Essai 
bibliographique \ will be welcome to all workers 
in the field of comparative literature. M. Betz 
has collected together here the titles of not far 
short of three thousand books and articles 
dealing with the comparative aspect of liter- 
ary study. He divides his materials into a 
dozen chapters, of which the first is devoted to 
"Etudes th^oriques," the remainder dealing 
with the literary relations of the different Eu- 
ropean literatures ; an Appendix discusses, — 
very superficially, however, — " l'histoire dans 
la litteVature." The value of such a biblio- 
graphical handbook hardly needs emphasiz- 
ing; it is only unfortunate that M. Betz has 
not given us a little more and perhaps, at 
the same time, a little less. With what seems 
misplaced zeal to be complete at all costs, 
he has heaped together worthless programmes 
and review articles dealing with minute points 
in the relations of a single author to foreign 
literatures ; while of the great landmarks in 
the growth of Comparative Literature as a 
science he has not a word to say. We look, 
for instance, in vain for Herder's name in 
the index to M. Betz's bibliography, although 
surely Herder's Stimmen der Vdlker alone 
is a monument of the first importance in the 
comparative study of literatures; even Goethe 
is not allowed to speak for himself. The 
Preface to Gervinus's Geschichte der deutschen 
Dichtung is ignored ; so, too, is Carriere's 
Kunst im Zusammenhang der Kulturentwickel- 
utig; and even such pillars of the science 
of comparative literature as Taine's Litti- 



rature anglaise, Hettner's Achtzehntes Jahr- 
hundert, and Brandes' Main Currents in the 
Literature of the Nineteenth Century, find 
no place in M. Betz's scheme. His list of 
theoretical studies, which might have formed 
the most valuable part of the book, is ex- 
ceedingly meager, embracing only twenty- 
seven items; M. Betz seems to be unaware of 
the excellent work on literary and critical 
theories which has been done in America in 
the course of the last two or three years : at 
least, the only American book he quotes is 
BrownelPs Essay on Comparative Criticism. 
M. Joseph Texte, it remains to be noted, pre- 
faces the work with a short introduction. 

The Bibliothek for Hjemme : Ugenskrift 
f or dansk Liter atur, issued by Messrs. Gylden- 
dal of Copenhagen, is a new weekly publica- 
tion the object of which is to popularize the 
masterpieces of Danish literature. In each 
number instalments of four different works are 
published simultaneously ; each of these four 
works is paged separately, and provided with a 
title-page of its own, so that it may be ulti- 
mately separated and bound up alone. In this 
way four of Paludan-Milller's best poems have 
already appeared complete, as well as the 
"Jammers-Minde" of Leonora Christina, the 
unhappy daughter of Christian IV, who was 
imprisoned in the Blue Tower of Copenhagen 
from 1663 to 1685. The latter is a reprint of the 
annotated edition by Birket Smith, which was 
published in two volumes in 1879 and 1881. 
Ingemann's long novel "Landsbybornene" 
and a collection of Fru Gyllembourg's stories 
are still in progress of publication, and since the 
New Year a selection of Christian Winter's 
short stories has been added. The subscrip- 
tion is only 50 ore a month, so that one may 
thus acquire a good, well-printed Danish 
library for the small outlay of less than two 
dollars a year. 
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